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subjects and the associations they awaken, are foreign from 
Roman literature and adverse to the formation of a just taste in 
it ; while, considered as a part of the Scriptures, they fall under 
that rule of propriety, which, it is agreed, should rescue the 
Greek Testament from the hands of the younger class of learners. 

It is worthy of remark that this little volume is printed with un- 
common neatness without being sumptuous, and from our exam- 
nation of it, we are inclined to think it excels in that minute ac- 
curacy so important in schoolbooks. In some instances the stu- 
dent is guided to a right pronunciation, by a mark denoting the 
quantity of the penult syllable, when it depends on authority 
only. We wish the same had been done in all words of this de- 
scription. Many learn some Latin, and turn it to good account, 
who yet never acquire skill in prosody. Their studies are brok- 
en, off before their ear is formed by the often repeated oral cor- 
rections of the instructer ; and it is with painful uncertainty, in 
after life, that they venture to pronounce a quotation, because when 
the orthography and meaning of the terms were first learned, a 
just accent was not associated with them. 

The volume of the Latin Reader now published embraces only 
the first of three parts, into which the whole work is divided. 
Mr Bancroft expresses in the preface his intention, if the first 
should be successful, to publish the second ; and we are happy to 
learn that this is now in the press. 



10. — A Historical 'Narrative of the Civil and Military Services of 
Major General William H. Harrison, and a Vindication of 
his Character and Conduct as a Statesman, a Citizen, and 
a Soldier ; with a Detail of his Negotiations and Wars with 
the Indians, until the final Overthrow of the celebrated Chief 
Tecumseh, and his Brother the Prophet; the whole written 
and compiled from original and authentic Documents, fur- 
nished by many of the most respectable Characters in the 
United States. By Moses Dawson. Cincinnati. 1824. 
8vo. pp. 464. 

In its literary execution this is a clumsy and ill digested book, 
apparently written and printed in part, before the author had 
made up his mind at what point, or in what manner, it would be 
brought to a close. It is overloaded with public documents and 
private letters, and contains a great deal of diffuse, heavy matter, 
which should have been abridged, and presented in a more con- 
densed and attractive form. To add to the reader's despair, 
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there is neither index, table of contents, nor heads of chapters to 
guide him through the chaos, and lighten his journey on the way. 
A work of history, embracing a complicated mass and variety of 
facts, without any means of reference, is little better than a clock 
without the minute and hour hands, or a dial plate without a 
gnomon. 

It is commonly the object of a writer to have his book read ; 
and to send it out in so repulsive a shape, as to drive every one 
from its pages, who values his time or his comfort, indicates, to 
say the least, a singular defect of judgment, and ignorance of the 
feasible modes of accomplishing a purpose. 

But after this censure of the author's negligence, and the un- 
favorable exhibition of his book-making skill, it gives us pleasure 
to commend the industry and zeal, with which he has accumu- 
lated a series of valuable facts respecting the history of the coun- 
try northwest of the Ohio river. As General Harrison went into 
that country nearly thirty years ago, and held from the beginning 
important public stations, a narrative of the principal events of 
his life embraces the leading features of the history of the first 
settlement, and succeeding growth, of the three states north of 
the Ohio. The early treaties with the Indians, the purchase and 
cession of their lands from time to time, the frequent wars, surveys 
and sales of public lands, local political events, and the particulars 
of the last war in that quarter, are all described with sufficient mi- 
nuteness, and with a reference to authorities, which leaves no 
doubt of the author's general accuracy. As he writes professedly 
to defend General Harrison, however, he occasionally manifests 
a warmth not entirely consistent with the strict impartiality of a 
historian. By those who desire to be informed on the above sub- 
jects, his book will be valued as a repository of authentic docu- 
ments, and as containing a summary of facts not to be derived 
from any other single source. 



11. — Remarks on the projected Revision of the Laws of New York, 
first published in the Atlantic Magazine for April 1825. 
8vo. pp. 19. New York. 

The laws of New York, like those of most other States in the 
Union, are drawn from numerous and very different sources. 
Their substratum, of course, is the common law of England. To 
this we must add, in the first place, the provisions growing out of 
the federal compact, to wit, the constitution, the acts of Congress, 
and the decisions of the federal courts. Next come the constitu- 
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